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Our Mission: We touch and save lives every day by helping Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital deliver superior healthcare through
outreach programs, education, state-of-the art technology and
facilities by means of philanthropy and volunteerism. 

Our Vision: To serve as a bridge between our hospital and
community, we create an environment in which philanthropy
flourishes for healthcare needs ensuring exceptional services and
programs are available throughout the community and at Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital today and for future generations. 

Our Values: To ensure Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital excels as
the leading health care provider in our community, Sierra Nevada
Memorial Hospital Foundation's Board of Directors and staff will
cultivate positive relationships and make the following
commitments: 

To Our Community: We will encourage your participation to raise
funds and to support a healthcare environment that meets the
needs and expectations of our community. 

To Our Hospital: We will devote our time and best efforts to
provide the resources needed so you can care for our community
with dignity, respect, empathy and compassion. 

To Our Donors: We will provide clear statements of the Hospital's
vision and goals, be accountable to your trust in and expectations
of the Foundation, and give clear recognition of your support. 

To Our Volunteers: We will honor and steward our volunteers, who
through their generous contribution of time, talent, leadership,
commitment and passion enable us to better serve the healthcare
needs of our community. 

Our Promise: We will be committed to the overall improvement of
health in our community and will work in the most effective way to
exemplify accountability, trustworthiness and integrity.
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Sandra Barrington, CFRE
SNMHF Executive Director

(Pictured Right)
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A Message from our Leadership 

Heather ThorpeSNMHF
Board President

(Pictured Left)

Dear Friends of SNMH Foundation,

On behalf  of  the entire SNMH Foundation,  we are thri l led to
share the highl ights of  an extraordinary year.  Thanks to your
unwavering generosity,  we surpassed our goals and made a
signif icant impact on healthcare in our community.

We are proud to announce that we raised over $2,000,000 this
year!  This remarkable achievement is  a testament to your
commitment to our mission of supporting Sierra Nevada
Memorial  Hospital  and its vital  services.

Our fundraising events were a resounding success,  with each
one sel l ing out and generating crucial  funds.  Your enthusiasm
and part ic ipation made these events truly memorable.

A major focus this year was the modernization of our Intensive
Cardiac Care Unit  ( ICCU).  We are del ighted to report that we
raised an impressive $1.3 mil l ion towards this cr it ical  project.
These funds wil l  enable us to equip the ICCU with state-of-the-
art  technology,  enhancing the qual ity of  care for our most
vulnerable patients.

We also continued our steadfast support of  the Ambulance
Department,  Cardiology and Cardiac Rehab, the Family Birth
Center,  the Family Medicine Residency Program, and our
Cancer Center Support Groups.  You ensure that our front l ine
healthcare workers have the resources they need to respond
swift ly and effect ively for our patients.

Thank you for being our partners in bui lding a healthier
community.  Your generosity is  transforming l ives every day.

In Kindness,

Sand r a Bar r i n g t o n & Hea th e r Tho rp e

S

Photo taken at our
2025 Annual Awards

Reception with
Awardee Harry Auld,

our Humanitarian
of the Year 



Increasing access to
healthcare is at the heart

of everything we do.
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Pictured above is the incredible SNMHF Comfort Cuisine volunteer team. They help provide nutritious,
ready-to-go meals for cancer patients at the Dignity Health Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital

Community Cancer Center. These meals are available at no cost if patients are unable to afford the
suggested $4 donation, ensuring everyone has access to the nourishment they need during treatment.



Giving by the Numbers
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Total Dollars Raised:
This year, our donors came together to
realize the power of generosity and
gratitude in our community. The results
have been inspiring. 

While FY 23-24 resulted in a large estate gift
and our largest revenue in a fiscal year, we
are proud that we were able to exceed two
million dollars in revenue this year. From a
strong major donor program, a sold-out
events calendar, to employee support,
online giving, and our Red Rose Society, you
have made an impact in local healthcare.

Transfers to Hospital: 
Transfers made by the SNMH Foundation to
Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital show
collaboration as monies are transferred
only after the obligation of donor intent has
been met. Transfers were lower than past
years as we have two major projects
pending to be paid out in future years-the
Mobile Clinic and the ICCU project.

Your donations lead to advanced
technology and vital health care programs. 

Total Donors:
There has been a national trend in
philanthropy across the country in all
nonprofit industries. Nonprofits are raising
more money with less donors which we also
experienced this year.

Donors bolster innovation, bring together
our community and serve the vulnerable.
Together we accomplish what none of us
could do alone. 

FY 24 - 25          $ 2,015,824
FY 23 - 24          $ 2,694,164
FY 22 - 23          $ 1,362,418
FY 21 - 22          $ 2,094,541
FY 20 - 21          $ 1,806,173

FY 24 - 25              $620,489
FY 23 - 24          $ 1,067,360
FY 22 - 23          $ 1,655,554
FY 21 - 22          $ 1,205,827
FY 20 - 21          $    568,715

FY 24 - 25          1,000
FY 23 - 24          1,086
FY 22 - 23          1,226
FY 21 - 22          1,064
FY 20 - 21          1,016



Your Kindness in Action: FY 24 / 25
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Ambulance Update Share the Spirit
In this fiscal year, SNMHF proudly funded
the purchase of a new ambulance for our
local ambulance department. In addition,
Area of Greatest Need funding supported a
new gurney, cardiac monitor, and upgraded
tablet system for communications.

This modern vehicle improves safety and
reliability for our first responders and
enhances emergency medical care.

It’s an important step in supporting faster,
more effective responses when every
second counts—and a testament to our
community’s commitment to saving lives. Thanks to the generosity of our Hospital

employees through the SNMHF Share the
Spirit campaign, employee donations
were able to help fund the purchase of a
new golf cart for the SNMH campus
security team. 

This new vehicle enhances mobility across
the Hospital grounds, allowing security
staff to respond more quickly to needs
and ensure a safe, welcoming
environment for patients, visitors, and
staff.

 It’s a meaningful improvement that
supports the daily operations of the
hospital and contributes to overall peace
of mind for everyone on campus.



This year marks an indel ible success story
for the Sierra Nevada Memorial  Hospital
Foundation. We are del ighted to announce
the resounding success of our Intensive
Care and Crit ical  Care Unit  ( ICCU)
Modernization campaign,  which not only
met but significantly exceeded its
ambitious goal,  raising over $1.3 mill ion
for this vital  project.

What truly makes this achievement
extraordinary is  the speed with which it  was
accomplished – in just s ix months.  This
rapid fundraising turnaround is a
testament to the urgency of the need and
the remarkable generosity of our
community.

EXCEEDING GOALS AND REACHING MILESTONES
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ICCU Project Update

ICCU Nurses reviewing scope of
work for the modernization project

Thank you to our 
ICCU Major Donors
Julia Amaral and Mark Strate

Jo Ann and George Rebane
Barbara and Denis Drew

The Del E. Webb Foundation
Shirley and Lee Francis

Sally Gallagher
Gayle & Leo Granucci

Lynn Kerby
Sharon Winegar-Painter & David Painter

Alison Jones-Pomatto & Alan Pomotto
Bernadette & Ed Sylvester

The SNMH Auxiliary
Joyce & Greg Vixie

Our success comes from a
carefully planned and well-
rounded fundraising strategy.
We combined the long-term
impact of  planned gifts from
donor estates with the immediate
support of  major gifts,  the
col lect ive contributions of
individual  donors,  the
commitment of local  businesses,
targeted grants from larger
organizations,  and the steady
involvement of local  service clubs.

This mult i faceted approach
provided rel iable funding and
strong community engagement,
driving measurable results
quickly.



EXCEEDING GOALS AND REACHING MILESTONES
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ICCU Project Update

The modernization project is critical for enhancing patient care at Sierra
Nevada Memorial Hospital.  These funds wil l  be directly appl ied to replacing and
upgrading the entire headwall  systems within the ICCU, providing our medical
staff  with state-of-the-art  infrastructure essential  for del ivering the highest
standard of cr it ical  care.  We extend our deepest gratitude to every donor,
partner,  and volunteer who contributed to this monumental  achievement.

Careful  consideration was given to every aesthetic and functional  detai l  during
the design phase of the ICCU modernization.  This included strategic choices for
the advanced headwalls,  which are central  to patient care del ivery,  as wel l  as the
durable and cleanable f looring,  high-performance countertops,  and soothing
paint colors,  al l  meticulously selected to support patient recovery and
enhance the efficiency of medical staff .  In the rendering above,  you can see an
early gl impse of these design choices for the Headwalls,  f looring,  countertops,
and paint,  showcasing the thoughtful  planning involved.



We are proud to share that Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital is one of only 15 rural hospitals
nationwide to be honored with the prestigious Top Rural Hospital Award. Presented by The
Leapfrog Group, this recognition highlights hospitals with exceptional systems to prevent
medication errors, provide high-quality maternity care, and maintain lower infection rates,
among other measures of excellence. Even more remarkable, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital
is among the very few to receive this honor two years in a row—in both 2023 and 2024—a true
testament to our team’s unwavering commitment to patient safety and quality care.

SNMH AWARDS

5 STARS FROM MEDICARE
Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital earned
a coveted 5-star rating from the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).
This places us among an elite group of
just 36 hospitals in California to receive
this distinction. These ratings are based
on rigorous quality measures,
encompassing critical aspects of
healthcare delivery. Our CMS 5-star
status is a testament to our unwavering
commitment to excellence and the result
of years of dedication to continuous
improvement and an unyielding
commitment to patient care.
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TOP RURAL HOSPITAL



This year, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital (SNMH)
received two distinguished recognitions from the
American Heart Association’s Get With The
Guidelines® program. Firstly, SNMH earned the
Stroke Gold Plus award—as part of Dignity Health’s
Northern California Division—for achieving at least
two consecutive years of ≥ 85% adherence to all
stroke achievement measures and ≥ 75% on select
quality metrics, including rapid response and
coordinated care protocols. Secondly, SNMH was
recognized with the Rural Stroke Bronze award in
acknowledgment of its dedicated efforts to
improve stroke outcomes in rural communities
through guideline-driven care and streamlined
EMS coordination.

“A” HOSPITAL SAFETY GRADE
BY THE LEAPFROG GROUP

THREE YEARS IN A ROW
In Spring 2025, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital once
again earned an “A” Hospital Safety Grade from The
Leapfrog Group, a nationally respected nonprofit
watchdog dedicated to advancing healthcare quality
and transparency. This top grade, awarded only to
hospitals that meet the highest standards across more
than 30 measures of performance, reflects our
unwavering commitment to patient safety and quality
care. Achieving our second consecutive “A” rating is
not only a significant honor but also a powerful
affirmation of the skill, dedication, and compassion of
our physicians, nurses, and staff.

SNMH AWARDS

SNMH RECEIVED TWO
STROKE CARE AWARDS
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A Legacy of Service and Impact

Gael Perrin-Jones & Gary Jones, MD
*The Estate of Deiter Juli
*The Estate of Max & Virginia Kane
*The Estate of Curtis Kastner
David Kraus, MD
*The Estate of Leonard Leathley
Jeff Leiter
Bev & Ron Mathis
Doris Michelin & Robert Michelin, MD
*The Estate of Elanor Mulch
The Myers Family Trust
*The Estate of Linda O’Carroll
*The Estate of Elizabeth T. Price
*The Estate of Edward Sample
*The Estate of Lucille & John Templeton
*The Estate of Muriel Gorder Stahl
*The Estate of Hulda K. Stern
*The Estate of Merrill L. Sword
*The Estate of AWB Vincent
Jan & Norm Westmore

Chuck Coovert had an off ice in our same bui lding for many years and I  
was always greeted with a warm hel lo.  I  remember taking a cal l  from him
in December of 2023. Chuck was very grateful  for the care he and his 
family had received and he wanted to make an end of year donation as a 
grateful  patient.  Not too long after that phone cal l  I  received notice that 
Chuck had passed and left  SNMH Foundation in his estate.  I  was somewhat 
surprised that we were named as a beneficiary with Chuck’s long
time service to other local  nonprofits.  

Chuck was a man of service,  giving back with his time and expertise.  His passion was
supporting famil ies and chi ldren, especial ly  those affected by substance use chal lenges.
Chuck served as a CASA (Court Appointed Special  Advocate)  for over a decade. He was on the
board of Community Recovery Resources,  now Granite Wellness.  Chuck served as a member of
the board of the Chi ld Abuse Counci l ,  a member of Mult i  Discipl inary Interview Team (MDIT) ,
and also the Sacramento Regional  Chi ld Abuse Counci l ,  which covers 14 Northern Cal i fornia
counties.

Writ ing this,  I  am reminded of the f inal  song in Hamilton ,  “Who l ives,  who dies,  who tel ls  your
story.”  I  feel  honored to help share Chuck’s story and his legacy as a grateful  patient and his
legacy of impact for our community.  

Sandra Barrington, SNMHF Executive Director

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
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*The Estate of LaVonne Amaral
*The Estate of Mildred P. Anderson
Bob & Karen Baldwin Charitable Remainder Trust
Shirlee & Don Bartoli
Daniel Bibelheimer, MD
Glenda & George Burak
*The Estate of Helen Conrey
*The Estate of Chuck Coovert
Callie & Dee Dawkins
*The Estate of Charles & Clara Deardorff
*The Estate of James Denoble
Elton & Audrey Family Trust
*The Estate of Gerald Y. Fitzgerald
Carol & Robert Hamilton
*The Estate of Herbert & Elaine Hindin
Ruth & Robert Hochman
*The Estate of Ellsworth L. Howe
*The Estate of Elizabeth Humphrey
*The Estate of Edith & Lester Johnson

*The estate of indicates donors who have passed

If you have left 
SNMH Foundation
 in your estate or 
are interested in

learning more about
our Legacy Society, 
please call Sandra

Barrington at:

(530) 477 - 9700



We are thri l led to provide an update on the
Sierra Nevada Family Medicine Residency
Program, a vital  init iat ive that is  f lourishing and
strengthening healthcare in our beloved
community.  We're proud to announce that the
program is now ful l ,  with a complete cohort of
six dedicated residents  act ively engaged in
their  training r ight here in our community.

Anticipation is  bui lding as we look forward to a
momentous occasion next year:  the celebration
of our inaugural graduating class .  This
integrated rural  training program, developed
through a synergist ic  partnership with Dignity
Health ’s Methodist  Hospital  of  Sacramento,  is
meticulously designed to immerse future family
physicians in the unique healthcare landscape of
Grass Val ley for their  pivotal  second and third
years of residency.  

During this cr it ical  period,  our residents gain
invaluable hands-on experience by rotating
through esteemed local  inst itutions such as the
Chapa-De Indian Health Cl inic,  Sierra Nevada
Memorial  Hospital ,  and various local  specialty
practices.  This immersive approach al lows them
to not only hone their  c l inical  ski l ls  but also
forge deep connections essential  for serving
rural communities with the highest standard of
excel lence and unwavering compassion.

A part icularly heartwarming highl ight for us this
year was the presence of al l  s ix residents at  our
annual Starry,  Starry Nights event.  I t  was a truly
special  evening where they had the opportunity
to connect face-to-face with the very community
they are now serving and beginning to cal l  home,
fostering a deeper sense of belonging and
commitment to our region.  

This program is more than just training;  i t 's
about cultivating the next generation of
healthcare leaders  who are deeply invested in
the wel l -being of rural  areas.

Sierra Nevada Family
Medicine Residency Update
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Pictured: Dr. Glenn Gookin. Dr.
Karina Gookin and the Sierra Nevada

Family Medicine residents at the
SNMHF’s Starry, Starry Nights 2025



For the f i rst  t ime s ince 2019,  the
Sierra Nevada Memorial  Hospital
Foundation proudly brought back the
beloved Cancer  Center  Picnic—and
what a  joyful  return i t  was!

Held at  the Nevada County
Fairgrounds,  the event  welcomed
patients ,  survivors ,  famil ies ,  and staf f
for  an afternoon f i l led with
connection,  laughter ,  and celebrat ion
in the heart  of  our  community.  The
shady pines and wide-open spaces
created the perfect  backdrop for
coming together  after  years  apart .

Guests  enjoyed a del ic ious picnic
lunch,  l ive music that  set  a  fest ive
tone,  and act iv i t ies  that  sparked
smiles for  both kids and adults .
Beyond the food and fun,  the most
meaningful  moments came from the
heart fel t  conversat ions,  the hugs,  and
the shared stor ies  of  strength,  hope,
and heal ing.

The outpouring of  support  f rom our
community  was undeniable—every
table was f i l led with joy,  grat i tude,
and a sense of  belonging.  I t  was clear
just  how deeply this  t radit ion had
been missed,  and how much i t  means
to gather  in  celebrat ion of  resi l ience.
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Cancer Center Picnic

SAVE THE DATE
We’re already looking ahead with

excitement—mark your
calendars and save the date for
the next Cancer Center Picnic

on **June 7, 2026** at the
Nevada County Fairgrounds!



The Annual  Fal ls  Prevention Summit ,  held at  Twin Cit ies  Church,  was an undeniably
successful  and profoundly impactful  event  for  our  community .  Welcoming over  400

We’re honored to offer  a  new Writ ing to Heal  c lass,  created
especial ly  for  individuals  impacted by cancer—patients ,
survivors ,  and caregivers  al ike.  

Guided by an experienced faci l i tator ,  this  support ive and
ref lect ive wri t ing workshop invites part ic ipants  to explore
their  personal  journeys through expressive wri t ing,
journal ing prompts,  and shared conversat ion.  No pr ior
wri t ing experience is  necessary—just  a  wi l l ingness to show
up and explore the heal ing power of  words in  a  safe,
compassionate space.  This  class is  part  of  our  ongoing
commitment to whole-person care,  recognizing the
emotional  and spir i tual  dimensions of  heal ing.  

Writ ing to Heal  is  made possible thanks to the generosity
of  donors in  our  community  who bel ieve in  the power of
creat ive expression to support  recovery and resi l ience.
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2024 Annual Falls Prevention Summit

Writing to Heal: Cancer Support Group

attendees to this  f ree summit ,  complete with a
complimentary lunch and free t ransit  opt ions,  highl ighted
our col lect ive commitment to addressing a cr i t ical  publ ic
health issue.  

This  event  isn ' t  just  a  gather ing;  i t ' s  a  v i t a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n
i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  f a l l s  a m o n g  o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  w h i c h
r e m a i n s  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  i n j u r y  a n d  a c c i d e n t a l
d e a t h  i n  t h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c .  The Summit  direct ly  tackled
the chal lenges unique to fal ls  by providing essential
knowledge and pract ical  strategies through expert
insights  f rom keynote speakers  Sheri f f  Shannan Moon
and Geriatr ic  Nurse Consultant  Pepsi  Helmuth,  a longside
engaging sessions on medicat ion management,  balance,
exercise,  and fraud prevention.  

By empowering our  seniors  and their  caregivers  with
tools ,  resources,  and awareness,  we are not  just
preventing injur ies;  we are foster ing independence,
extending healthy l i fespans.
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Bobbie & Jim Heard
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Shauneen Gracey

Gayle & Leo Granucci

Judy & Monty East

Denis Drew, MD
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Glenn Gookin, MD

Barbara Drew, PhD &

C. Craig Creasey, DDS

Honorable Albert Dover

Sharon & Thomas Duncan

Patricia & Deane Dvoracek 

Susan Lee

Jeffrey S. Leiter

Sandra & Bill Lewis

Lisa LeBlanc Lidie & Ted Lidie

Janis Linfield & Mike Fondiller

Janeille & Charlie Litton

Kathleen & Marty Lombardi

Sharyl & Robert Long

Katy & Robert Lowes

Apryl & Henry Lucas

Stephanie Luisetti & 

Ann Mentzer

Stephanie & Ken Meyers

Robert Michelin, MD

Rebecca Miller
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Kristin Neeley & Scott Neeley, MD
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Kayla & Justin Pfaffinger, DDS
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Dean Painter
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Ingrid & Warren Knox
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Susan & Randy Landenberger

Travis Landsburg

Kelly Lapham

Peggy & Jack Laird

Kitsie & Tom Larkin

Pamela Meek

Kathryn McKay

David Painter

Linda Pagliaroni

Cheri & Doug Painter

Samantha Noxon

Sabine & Allen Ostrofe

Robert W. Martin

Kathy & Gil Mathew

Beverly & Ronald Mathis

Carolyn & Larry McGrath 

Christine Newsom

Blair & Randy Newsome

Suzanne & Wilbert Nobles

Sheryl Pangman & 

Bill Newsom, MD

Patti & Dennis Painter

Thomas Luisetti, MD

Ricardo Hurtado Montes

Debbie & Michael Korpiel

Daniel Bibelheimer, MD

Richard Partridge & Jack Black

Honorable William Pangman

Cintas

Colin Construction Company

Cornerstone Accounting Services

County Copy Print Shop/Sierra Office

Anonymous

AJA Video Systems, Inc.

Amor Senior Care

Antonio Ayestaran Custom Catering

AstraZeneca

Atria Grass Valley

Auburn Oaks Care Center

BriarPatch Co-op

Bristol Hospice, LCC

Brunswick Village Senior Living

Budget Blinds Grass Valley, LLC

California Academy of Family

Physicians

Pamela Yazell

Kim Zwick & Andrew Bernadett

Tony Norskog

Canteen Vending

Chapa-De Indian Health, Inc.

Jane Sangwine-Yager 

Kimberly & Edward Wydra

Rochelle & Raymond Wright

WM

Wolf Creek Care Center

Zap Manufacturing, Inc.

Zion Capital

Optum

Ostrofe Financial Consultants

Owens Estate and Wealth Strategies

SNMH

SNMH Auxiliary

Soroptimist Int’l of Grass Valley

Soroptimist Int'l Of The Sierra Foothills

South Fork Vodka

South Yuba Club

SPD Markets, Inc.

Spring Hill Manor Rehabilitation &

Group

Center

The Union

Three Lilies Photography

Tri Counties Bank

United Auburn Indian Community

Vituity Anesthesia Services

Team Rellstab

Heather Thorpe-

Gold Miners Inn

Golden Empire Nursing & Rehab

Finn’s Coffee Co.

First 5 Nevada County

Fit for Life Physical Therapy

Foothills Compassionate Care
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As of Sept. 10, 2025

The Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital
Foundation thanks these donors for their

generous support as Red Rose Society members
Individuals:

Organizations:

https://dihea-prd-crm.concoursehost.com/crmProd/webui/webshellpage.aspx?databasename=BBInfinity#
https://dihea-prd-crm.concoursehost.com/crmProd/webui/webshellpage.aspx?databasename=BBInfinity#


This past fiscal year, the SNMH Foundation made a profound impact on the health and well-being of
our community's newest and most vulnerable members by funding two critical pieces of equipment for
SNMH: a Neonatal Hearing Machine and a Fetal and Maternal Monitor. 

The acquisition of the Neonatal Hearing Machine is transformative, enabling early detection of hearing
impairments in newborns. Identifying hearing loss at birth is crucial for timely intervention, which
significantly improves a child's speech, language, and cognitive development, preventing potential
lifelong developmental delays. Simultaneously, the new Fetal and Maternal Monitor enhances the
safety and quality of care for expectant mothers and their unborn babies. 

This advanced technology provides real-time, comprehensive data on fetal well-being and maternal
vital signs, allowing medical staff to detect and respond to potential complications swiftly. Together,
these investments by the SNMH Foundation directly translate into healthier beginnings, reducing risks,
and offering peace of mind to countless families in our community, truly demonstrating a commitment
to advanced, compassionate, and proactive care from the earliest stages of life.

Healthier Beginnings at SNMH
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"These vital investments in the Neonatal Hearing Machine and Fetal and Maternal

Monitor epitomize our Foundation's mission. They directly translate into healthier

beginnings for our community's newest residents, ensuring our mothers and babies

receive the most advanced and responsive care possible. It's truly amazing to see

the immediate and lasting impact these technologies will have on so many families."

- Heather Thorpe, SNMHF Board President 



SAVE THE DATE! 
Upcoming Events in 2026
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SAVE THE DATE

Starry, Starry Nights

July 18, 2026

SAVE THE DATE

33rd Golf Classic
June 8, 2026



THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!
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THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT!
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